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Superman	and	me	sherman	alexie	analysis.	Superman	and	me	sherman	alexie	rhetorical	analysis.

Is	the	world	a	collection	of	paragraphs?	Reading	a	literary	piece	is	simple,	but	analyzing	the	true	meaning	behind	the	text	is	imperative	to	acquire	the	full	understanding	of	the	story.	In	the	piece	“The	Joy	of	Reading	and	writing:	Superman	and	me”,	by	Sherman	Alexie,	portrays	the	meaning	through	his	experiences,	from	the	beginning	as	an	ill-fated
Indian	to	become	an	intelligent	one	through	diligence	and	eagerness	to	become	successful.	By	describing	how	he	taught	himself	how	to	read	at	the	age	of	three,	the	author	narrates	his	own	story	to	illustrate	the	faint	chances	that	he	had	as	a	young	Indian	in	a	reservation	to	succeed	in	life	based	on	the	circumstances	in	the	society	around	him.	This
was	not	only	limited	by	poverty,	but	also	the	limited	school	system	that	was	around	him	which	indirectly	dispirited	Indians	who	were	aspiring	to	become	successful.	To	overcome	this	life	this	Alexie	shows	how	it	is	tremendously	significant	to	pursue	your	goals	through	self-motivation.	With	the	reading	and	writing	shaping	his	life	into	what	it	is	today,	it
can	be	seen	that	there	are	no	boundaries	to	any	person	as	long	as	they	have	ambition.	Alexie’s	discussions	of	the	complications	that	he	had	to	overcome	reflect	the	importance	of	self-motivation	in	this	astonishing	piece.	By	making	an	implicit	argument,	the	implications	are	indirectly	alleged	through	the	piece.	It	is	effervescent	the	author	argues	that
any	person	has	the	potential	to	become	successful,	but	all	they	need	is	an	initial	start	that	leads	to	dedication.	For	instance:	When	“Superman	is	breaking	down	the	door”	(17),	it	is	as	though	the	author	himself	is	“breaking”	through	his	barrier	that	he	is	living	in	and	will	try	to	come	out	of	it	into	the	tangible	world	to	become	efficacious.	This	is	a	usage
of	imagery,	where	the	author	relates	himself	to	Superman	subtly.	“I	refused	to	fail.	I	was	smart.	I	was	arrogant.	I	was	lucky.”	(17)	Regardless	of	the	author’s	status,	he	was	willing	to	let	his	self-motivation	aid	him	to	becoming	successful.	He	starts	to	teach	himself	how	to	read	and	supplements	his	knowledge	to	approach	his	goals	with	each	word.	The
author	explains,	“At	the	same	time	I	was	seeing	the	world	in	paragraphs…”	(16)	this	quote	shows	how	the	world	started	to	come	together	as	a	story	just	like	paragraphs	make	up	the	entire	story	in	a	literary	piece.	Any	subject	Min.	3-hour	delivery	Pay	if	satisfied	Get	your	price	The	author	exemplifies	the	importance	of	the	story	by	using	the	language
through	imagery,	writing	style,	and	occasionally	direct	statements	in	the	text	.	He	augments	the	understanding	of	the	story	by	utilizing	first	person	to	give	the	reader	a	meticulous	point	of	view	about	his	life.	This	is	rendered	through	the	real	story	of	the	author’s	life,	giving	inspiration	to	the	readers.	Not	only	does	the	author	use	his	astuteness	to	be
successful,	but	also	shares	it	with	the	younger	generation	around	him.	In	order	to	share	his	experiences;	he	visits	a	local	school	to	share	what	he	has	faced	during	his	life.	When	Alexie	articulates,	“I	cannot	recall	a	single	time	that	a	guest	teacher	visited	the	reservation”	(18)	it	means	that	you	are	not	considered	a	full	genius	if	you	cannot	share	your
experiences	with	the	rest	of	the	people	around	you.	By	sharing	his	intelligence	with	the	age	group	where	he	started	off,	he	sustained	the	potential	to	change	the	lives	of	the	children	in	the	school.	At	extremities	,	the	author	even	manages	to	go	overboard	to	basically	force	the	students	to	focus	on	education,	this	is	done	out	of	his	importance	for	the
children.	Alexie	yells	at	them	“Books,	I	say	to	them,	Books!	…	I	am	smart.	I	am	arrogant.	I	am	lucky.	I	am	trying	to	save	your	lives.”	(18)	At	times,	Alexie	even	compares	himself	to	the	other	students	at	school,	to	show	how	he	was	above	them	but	he	was	not	expected	to	be	because	he	was	native	Indian.	“We	were	Indian	children	who	were	expected	to
be	stupid.”	(17)	He	was	not	“meant”	to	be	successful	according	to	the	people	around	him	in	the	society,	but	Alexie	manages	to	overlook	these	negative	racist	statements	and	decides	to	go	his	own	way	to	get	ahead	of	them.	To	show	his	zeal	to	surpass	the	racism	he	says,	“A	little	Indian	boy	teaches	himself	to	read	at	an	early	age	and	advances	quickly.”
(17)	This	shows	how	Alexie	excelled	the	standards	set	by	society	and	proved	to	show	that	any	person	can	be	successful	no	matter	what	race,	ethnicity,	or	class	they	are.	In	contrast	to	the	society’s	visualization,	Alexie	succeeded	and	states	his	success	in	life	to	inspire	other	Indians	to	undertake	the	challenges	.	Alexie	what	he	read	in	books	with	others
around	him,	and	thus	effectively	makes	his	argument	to	the	reader	impeccably.	One	of	the	ways	that	the	author	exploits	this	is	by	using	a	specific	type	of	language	and	first	person	point	of	view.	He	talks	about	how	he	had	basically	taught	himself	to	read.	For	instance:	Sherman	repeats	the	usage	of	every	material	he	could	possibly	read,	anything	that
contained	anything	from	a	couple	of	words	to	entire	books.	“I	read	the	books	my	father	brought	home	from	the	pawnshops	and	secondhand.	I	read	the	books	I	borrowed	from	the	library.	I	read	the	backs	of	cereal	boxes.	I	read	the	newspaper,	etc.…”	(18)	By	emphasizing	this	practice,	the	author	shows	how	this	not	only	lead	him	to	successfully	being
able	to	read,	but	he	also	became	a	writer	in	the	end.	Reading	was	the	source	where	Alexie	acquired	his	own	“super	powers”,	like	in	the	Superman	comics,	which	fueled	his	excursion	out	of	the	reservation.	“I	didn’t	have	the	vocabulary	to	say	“paragraph,”	but	I	realized	that	a	paragraph	was	a	fence	that	held	words.”	(16)	It	is	seen	in	this	quote	that	it	is
an	indirect	reference	to	the	author’s	life	of	how	he	did	not	have	enough	materialistic	things	in	life,	but	he	knew	what	he	had	to	learn	to	become	successful	in	his	life.	Sherman	Alexie	displays	the	impediments	that	he	had	to	over	come	to	become	affluent	in	society.	This	begins	when	Superman	breaks	down	the	door	in	the	story	that	Alexie	reads,	and
ends	with	him	visiting	the	schools	often	as	possible	to	share	his	aptitude.	Barriers	are	not	only	physical,	like	the	door	that	he	broke	down	metaphorically,	but	also	barriers	mentally	that	he	overcame.	Becoming	an	astonishing	phenomenon	to	others,	the	author	shares	his	experiences	for	the	well	being	of	others.	Alexie	was	a	hero	who	not	only	defeated
his	“enemy”,	but	also	saved	his	own	life	and	others	at	the	same	time.	The	standards	of	society	did	not	impinge	Alexie,	and	he	managed	to	overlook	them	to	become	successful	through	self-motivation.	The	meaning	of	the	story	is	clearer	than	a	glass	door,	but	people	have	to	first	take	that	initial	step	to	open	the	door	of	opportunities	to	be	successful.	To
Alexie,	the	world	was	a	collection	of	paragraphs	coming	together	to	become	a	successful	story.					The	purpose	of	this	essay	was	to	read	a	short	story	then	write	an	analytical	summary	about	it.	We	were	then	asked	to	choose	writing	tools	that	the	author	used	in	his	short	story	and	analyze	them.	We	were	provided	two	short	stories	from	which	we	could
choose	to	write	about	for	this	assignment.	The	two	articles	were	"Mother	Tongue"	written	by	Amy	Tan	and	"Superman	and	Me"	by	Sherman	Alexie.					In	the	short	story	"Superman	and	Me",	the	author,	Sherman	Alexie,	details	how	he	learned	to	read	despite	having	very	limited	resources	on	the	Native	American	reservation	where	he	grew	up.	Alexie
starts	his	story	by	introducing	how	he	learned	how	to	read	using	a	"Superman"	comic	book.	Alexie	learned	to	read	by	looking	at	the	pictures	and	assuming	what	the	dialogue	boxes	would	say	based	on	those	illustrations.	Alexie	mentions	that	he	does	not	remember	the	plot	of	the	"Superman"	comic	book	he	used.	This	is	crucial	because	it	stresses	the
fact	that	he	used	a	comic	book	to	read	because	unlike	Alexie	did	not	have	the	vast	educational	resources	that	the	privileged	white	children	had.	He	had	to	use	whatever	he	could	find	in	order	to	obtain	an	education.	This	is	also	expressed	when	he	tells	the	reader	about	how	he	would	read	his	father's	odd	collection	of	novels.	Alexie	read	whatever	he
could	find,	he	didn't	care	what	it	was	about,	as	long	as	he	was	reading	he	was	pleased.	Alexie	details	the	fact	that	growing	up	on	a	Native	American	reservation	meant	that	you	were	destined	to	fail.	Knowing	this	stereotype	motivated	Alexie	to	become	an	exception	to	this	rule.	He	knew	that	a	key	to	success	was	reading	and	an	education.	Later	in	the
story,	after	becoming	a	successful	writer,	Alexie	went	to	a	Native	American	reservation	to	speak	to	a	class	about	reading	and	writing.	He	stressed	the	fact	that	an	education	was	crucial	to	being	successful,	but	his	pleas	fall	upon	deaf	ears.	Although	the	students	do	not	listen	to	him,	he	knows	that	he	cannot	give	up	and	that	he	must	continue	to	attempt
to	break	through	to	these	students.					Alexie's	use	of	personal	anecdotes	fortifies	the	impact	he	has	on	his	audience.	Alexie's	personal	anecdotes	create	a	connection	with	his	audience	that	allows	him	to	further	captivate	them.	One	anecdote	that	Alexie	includes	is	about	how	he	learned	to	read	from	a	comic	book.	This	anecdote	evokes	sympathy	and
amazement	from	the	reader.	These	emotions	are	inspired	by	the	anecdote	because	he	becomes	successful	despite	his	depressing	situation.	He	does	not	have	any	of	the	educational	resources	that	white	children	have	when	they	are	learning	to	read,	but	he	uses	his	minimal	resources	and	becomes	a	successful	writer.	His	depressing	situation	causes
people	to	feel	sympathy	for	him.	The	irony	in	the	fact	that	he	used	a	comic	book	to	learn	how	to	read	and	then	he	became	a	successful	writer	amazes	the	reader	and	the	reader	develops	a	deeper	respect	for	him.	Alexie's	effective	use	of	anecdotes	inspires	me	to	use	them	in	my	own	writing.	I	would	use	them	to	supplement	my	writing	in	the	same	way
that	Alexie	does;	I	would	use	them	if	I	wanted	to	connect	with	my	reader	and	evoke	certain	emotions	from	them.	Anecdotes	are	a	very	simple,	efficient	way	to	elicit	a	variety	emotions	from	your	audience.							Throughout	Alexie’s	short	story	he	uses	repetition	in	order	to	introduce	a	point	and	then	reference	back	to	it	later	in	the	article.		The	phrase	that
Alexie	repeats	is,	“I	was	smart.	I	was	arrogant.	I	was	lucky.	I	was	trying	to	save	my	life.”	Alexie	first	introduces	this	point	when	he	is	talking	about	how	he	was	growing	up	on	the	reservation	and	wanted	to	succeed	in	life	and	was	trying	to	escape	the	depressing	life	on	the	Native	American	reservation.	Later	in	the	story	he	goes	to	a	Native	American
reservation	and	attempts	to	make	a	breakthrough	with	the	students.	At	this	point	he	repeats	the	same	phrase,	however,	he	changes	it	to,	“I	am	smart.	I	am	arrogant.	I	am	lucky.	I	am	trying	to	save	our	lives.”	He	changes	the	tense	used	in	his	phrase	and	changes	‘my	life’	to	‘our	lives’	because	he	is	now	talking	about	how	he	wishes	to	change	not	only
his	life,	but	the	lives	of	the	Native	American	children	he	meets.	Alexie's	use	of	repetition	effectively	shows	the	recurring	theme	of	his	desire	for	success.	Alexie	introduces	and	reintroduces	this	phrase	at	very	two	critical	moments	in	the	story.	I	think	that	he	placed	the	phrase	correctly	at	two	points	in	the	story	because	both	points	in	the	story	discuss
the	same	central	idea	of	succeeding	and	Alexie's	motivation	for	success.	The	difference,	however,	is	that	at	the	first	point	in	the	story	Alexie	is	talking	about	success	in	his	own	life.	At	the	second	point	in	the	story	Alexie	is	talking	about	success	in	the	lives	of	the	Native	American	children.	I	would	use	repetition	in	my	writing.	I	would	only	use	it,
however,	if	there	was	a	recurring	theme	that	needed	to	be	connected	throughout	the	story.	As	a	reader,	this	repetition	clearly	shows	the	connection	between	the	two	points	in	the	story.	Alexie's	repetition	also	evokes	emotion	from	the	reader.	The	reader	becomes	immediately	interested	in	Alexie's	life	and	they	see	to	see	him	succeed.	When	Alexie	uses
the	same	phrase	that	he	used	to	relate	to	his	life	to	talk	about	the	Native	American	children	the	reader	feels	that	same	desire	for	them	to	succeed	that	they	felt	for	Alexie.					In	"Superman	and	Me",	Sherman	Alexie	uses	personal	anecdotes	and	repetition	as	two	very	strong	writing	tools.	His	use	of	each	leaves	a	lasting	impact	on	his	audience.	Both
writing	tools	are	very	different	in	nature	but,	Alexie	uses	them	to	create	similar	responses	from	his	audience.	Personal	anecdotes	and	repetition	can	be	used	to	evoke	emotions	from	his	audience.	The	fact	that	Alexie	uses	both	writing	tools	to	do	this	shows	the	impact	he	wanted	to	leave	on	his	audience.	He	did	not	want	this	piece	to	just	be	informative,
he	wanted	this	piece	to	be	emotional	and	he	wanted	his	reader	to	catch	a	glimpse	into	the	emotional	whirlwind	that	is	growing	up	on	a	Native	American	reservation.	Page	2	Overall	I	had	a	lot	of	trouble	with	this	essay.	At	first	I	could	not	understand	what	exactly	I	had	to	do	to	answer	the	prompt	correctly.	After	solving	this	problem	my	next	problem
was	the	analytical	summary.	This	was	my	biggest	problem	and	the	hardest	to	solve.	At	first	my	summary	was	extremely	lacking	and	I	didn't	know	how	to	fix	it.	After	leaving	it	to	settle	for	awhile	I	came	back	to	my	essay	and	I	finally	understood	the	concept	of	an	analytical	summary.	When	I	figured	this	out	I	decided	that	I	had	to	completely	revamp	my
essay.	I	changed	much	of	my	summary	and	added	a	lot	of	pertinent	information	that	I	had	left	out.	I	also	changed	my	body	paragraphs.	I	added	more	analysis	and	more	evidence.	My	conclusion	was	also	edited.	I	tied	the	two	writing	tools,	repetition	and	anecdotes,	together.	At	the	beginning	I	was	very	reluctant	to	edit	my	essay	because	I	thought	it	was
alright	as	it	was.	After	I	came	back	after	not	looking	at	it	for	a	few	weeks	I	realized	how	badly	my	essay	needed	editing.	I	feel	like	it	is	so	much	better	now	that	I	have	edited	it.	
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